STUDENT WORKSHEET

A capital is not always the government seat

Name: Date:

Amsterdam is the Netherlands' capital. The Hague is its seat of government. Learn the distinction, then try four
guestions.
Two different questions

A capital is a designated national capital. A seat of government is where the government is based. They often
refer to the same city, but the Netherlands shows why the question matters.

Amsterdam is the capital of the Netherlands; The Hague is the seat of government. Answer Amsterdam when
this quiz asks for the capital. Answer The Hague when an activity specifically asks for the seat of government.
Read the wording

The app stores Amsterdam as the capital and includes a note explaining The Hague. The practice below asks
for capital cities, not the largest cities or the seats of every branch of government.

This short set does not try to summarize every country with multiple capital functions. For a special case, read
the source and the wording rather than assuming one rule fits everywhere.

Before you start

1. Say in your own words what makes the Netherlands example unusual.
2. Answer the four capital questions without the key.

3. After checking, write one new question whose answer is The Hague.
1. What is the capital of the Netherlands?

Answer:

2. What is the capital of France?

Answer:

3. What is the capital of Canada?

Answer:

4. What is the capital of Australia?

Answer:

Sources and classroom reuse

You may print and share these worksheets for teaching or personal practice. Keep the source and version notes with copies. GeoNames facts
remain under CC BY 4.0; Natural Earth boundaries are public domain. No backlink is required.

GeoNames country information. Checked 2026-10-20.
Local and regional democracy in the Netherlands - Council of Europe. Checked 2026-10-20.

Country facts: GeoNames, CC BY 4.0, adapted. Maps: Natural Earth, public domain. Sources and version notes must remain with shared copies;
no website backlink is required.

Prepared and source-checked by Codex Al. No human classroom review is claimed. This PDF is not tagged; an HTML reading alternative is
available at /en/resources/capitals-and-government/ (or its answers page).
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https://download.geonames.org/export/dump/countryInfo.txt
https://zoek.officielebekendmakingen.nl/blg-339953.pdf
https://www.geonames.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

